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Forgotten Books, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Investigation of the Fur-Seal and Other Fisheries of
Alaska: Report From the Committee on Merchant Marine and Fisheries of the House of Representative It is
farther shown by the testimony before the committee that on their return to the islands, aEer their temporary
absence during the winter, these animals generally select the locations on the rookeries which they had
formerly occupied. It appears, too, that all the Alaskan fur seals are born on these islands; that they are distinct
animals, and have none of the characteristics of fish, and will drown in the water until they are taught to swim
by their elders. In former years fur seals were found in great numbers on various islands of the South Pacific
Ocean; but aEer a comparatively short period of indiscriminate slaughter the rookeries were deserted, the
animals having been killed or driven from their haunts; so that now the only existing rookeries are those in
Alaska, another in the Russian part of Bering Sea. and a third on Lobos Island, at the mouth of the river Plate in
South America. All these rookeries are under the protection of their several Governments. The best estimate as
to the number of these animals on the Alaska rookeries places it at about four millions; but a marked
diminution of the number is noticed within the last two or three years, which is attributed by the testimony to
the fact that unauthorized persons during the summers of 1886, 1887, and 188S had fitted out expeditions and
cruised in Alaskan waters, and by the use of fire arms destroyed hundreds of thousands of these animals,
without regard to age or sex....
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