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July 1968 v Preface to the Russian Edition Steroids are one of the most interesting and most widely distributed
and, at the same time, one of the most structurally complex groups of natural compounds. In spite of this, the
great theoretical and practical importance of steroids for biology and medicine has led to very intensive
scientific research work on their synthesis. The numerous methods for obtaining steroids developed at the
present time can be divided into four main groups: isolation from natural sources, microbiological synthesis,
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Prospects for total synthesis.- 2. Building up of the steroid skeleton.- Methods of introducing side chains.-
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