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illustrated. 1879 edition. Excerpt: . . . parchment Grew dazzling to his gaze, -There, in its very centre-Among a
host of rays-A hand of wondrous beauty Before the scribe was laid, -The letters paled beneath it, He saw the ink-
streams fade. That hand! no pulse was beating Under its silvery hue, While, in the gloom beside him, The
quaking clerk could trace A human outline bending---A womans pleading face! A form of moonlike brightness, .
-Clothed in an opal mist, A face like wan, white flowers, No sunbeam ever kissed; She lookd so strangely distant,
And yet she felt so near; Vague, in her shadowy lustre, -Fair, but a thing of fear! Her voice--the young clerk
heard it-And with his heart he heard, Those tones the founts of being In their deep centre stirrd! | am that young
childs mother, Him thy swift pen would wrong, The angels took me early-Earth did not own me long. The love |
bear my first-born Was lulld by death to sleep-The bud lies in the dark seed Till summer dews shall weep; Till
summer suns shall wake it Clad in triumphant bloom, The light of God awaiting. i My love slept in the tomb. Lo!
in the dim old chancel In holy trance | lie, The lights and shades flit oer me As days--months--years, pass by; The
first red glow of morning Creeps up the long aisles gloom, To shield thy sons birthright. | felt the love within me
Kindle, and thrill, and glow,...
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