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indexed. Not illustrated. 1905 Excerpt: .a much more reliable test for the diagnosis of rickets than the one
advocated by Clutton. On this point it ought to be mentioned that James, in a youth aged twenty, found by the
X-rays no evidence of incomplete epiphysial union. A detailed study of my case, then, confirms the generally
accepted view that they are of a genuine rachitic nature; and this opinion has been substantiated by Barlow
and Abercrombiel0, who conducted a post-mortem investigation upon a case reported by Dawtrey Drewitt11.
In that case the writers found that the bones present all the features of the infantile disease. At the present time
Comby12 is the most prominent opponent of the view of the rachitic nature of these cases. He regards them as
identical with osteomalacia. Trousseaul even went further, and stated that in his opinion osteomalacia and
rickets are one and the same disease. Kassowitz and other writers upon this subject have, however, shown the
non-identity, and even marked dissimilarity, between these two diseases; and we may, on theoretical grounds,
accept the genuinely rachitic nature of such cases as my own, for, as pointed out by d Espine and Picot14,
ossification is not complete till after twenty years, and increased rate of growth takes place between fifteen and
twenty years. The question next arises, are the rachitic manifestations evef visible for the first time in later years
without any previous indication of rickets in early life? If we accept Clutton s crucial test for...
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