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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1874 edition. Excerpt: . CHAPTER XIIl. Ida s Journal. MASTER Cotton Mather s visit is
over. | will write down all that | can recall regarding it, and concerning this godly gentleman whom Aunt
Martha likens to Timothy of old, as he also has known and studied the Scriptures from a youth. His father and
grandfather were like cities set on a hill in the church of New England, and so far this descendant hath not
hidden his light under a bushel. The hesitation which impedes his utterance in the pulpit is noticeable also in
private conversation. He oftentimes stammers and delays for the proper word, which does not come readily at
his wish. | wonder not at this; his mind is cumbered with much weighty matter, and he hath but a smallish body
to carry it withal. But Moses and Paul, Virgil and Demosthenes were stammerers, said Uncle Ebenezer. Surely
this consideration must wonderfully encourage this good man in striving to overcome his infirmity. It was
doubtless sent by Satan as a thorn to buffet him and prevent his preaching the Word; but his good old
schoolmaster, one Master Corlet, accustomed him to deliberate speechmaking. No one stammers when singing,
and with care he has acquired a habit of speaking with readiness. | had heard all this from Cotton Mather s own
lips, but Aunt Martha ever forgetteth that others hear as well as she what is being said. The ministry hath gained
a zealous watchman...
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