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Original publisher: Washington, D. C. : U. S. Dept. of the Interior, U. S. Geological Survey, 2006 OCLC Number:
(OCoLC)T72570066 Subject: Water quality -- Missouri. Excerpt: . . . Introduction 5 winds from the semiarid
southwest dominate the air flow pat-Brush Creek ( U. S. Army Corps of Engineers, written commun. , tern. July
typically is the warmest month, with a mean daily 2005 ). Stream segments have been straightened and the
banks o maximum temperature of 89 F ( degrees Fahrenheit ) and Janu-armored with rip-rap or concrete in an
attempt to increase flood-ary is the coldest month, with a mean daily minimum tempera-water conveyance
and reduce the area inundated by floods. o ture of 18. 1 F ( National Climatic Data Center, 2005 ). These projects
have resulted in the alteration or removal of most of the native in-stream and adjacent riparian corridor
habitat in The major tributaries of the Blue River - Brush, Indian, the lower reaches, although most of the upper
stream reaches and Tomahawk Creeks - originate in Kansas. The remaining remain largely unaltered ( fig. 2 ).
basin, approximately 46 percent or 345 square kilometers, drains most of Kansas City, Missouri, which lies south
of the Brush Creek is a highly urbanized stream. Large sections Missouri River. Substantial parts of stream
segments in the of the native streambank and channel have been replaced by basin have been altered
substantially by urbanization, industrial concrete and most of the native riparian habitat replaced by
development, and flood-control projects. An estimated 25 per-landscaping - a process that began in the mid-
1920 s and con-cent of the land use and land cover in the basin is impervious tinues through the present ( 2006;

fig....
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