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Transmitting, With a Letter From the Acting Chief of Engineers, Reports on Examination of Leland and Empire
Harbors, Michigan, and Survey of the Latter The bottom of the lake is of very soft material. No trouble was
experienced in forcing the sounding pole into it 4 or 5 feet, and in places the pole would sink over 2 feet, of its
own weight. The portion of the lake and its banks south of the railroad bridge are used for the storage of logs,
and the narrow stretch of beach on the west as a lumber yard. The north end of the lake is shoal and marshy.
The southerly 3, 560 feet of the lake is within the corporate limits of the village. A sketch showing the relative
position of the two Bar Lakes, the railroad, mill site, bridge piers, and village limits is transmitted herewith. 3. In
the village of Empire there are 3 general stores, 1 hardware and implement store, 1 dry goods store, 1 drug
store, 1 cigar factory, 1 furniture and undertaking establishment, 1 livery and feed barn, 2 barber shops, 2
saloons, 1 shoe shop, 1 meat market, 1 hotel, 1 bank, 1 novelty store, 1 blacksmith shop, 1 machine shop, 1
gristmill, 1 small sawmill for custom work, 1 large sawmill cutting eight to thirteen million feet annually, 1 job
printing office, a weekly newspaper, 2 churches, and a high school. The streets are all graded and all sidewalks
are concrete. The village also has a waterworks system furnishing fire protection. 4. The chief commercial
enterprise at present is that of the Empire...
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