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IN AN ANTIQUE LAND: HISTORY IN THE GUISE OF A TRAVELER S
TALE

Random House USA Inc, United States, 1994. Paperback. Book Condition: New. Reprint. 201 x 130 mm.
Language: English . Brand New Book. In an Antique Land is a brilliant hybrid, a subversive history in the guise of
a traveller s tale. It tells the story of two Indians in Egypt. The first was a twelfth-century slave; the second is
Amitav Ghosh, who stumbled upon the slave in the margins of letters that were written by the slave s master.
His curiosity piqued - even ill-defined, the slave s presence in the records of medieval history was completely out
of the ordinary - Ghosh journeyed to Egypt in 1980 to try to fill in the details of the slave s life. His search - which
would last for ten years - began in a tiny village two hours from Alexandria where Ghosh found himself among
people for whom the world outside was still replete with wonders of the unknown. There was Abu-Ali, his
gargantuan landlord; Khamees the Rat, the beady-eyed local wit; his adversary, the Imam; Zaghloul the weaver
(once so obsessed with a girl that he spent his nights kneeling outside her window to listen to the sound of her
breathing); and young, quiet Nabeel, who would be left stranded in Baghdad at the outset of the Gulf War.
These were zealous Muslims who found him, a Hindu, fascinating but utterly incomprehensible. Yet they
willingly became his guides as he sifted through fact and conjecture, piecing together the slave s journey from
India to Egypt. Ghosh discovered an elusive and mysterious acquaintance in the slave, with whom he seemed to
share, across eight hundred years, the experience of dislocation, and who seemed to have given him a right to
be there, a sense of entitlement. And, moving between the present...
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