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Aspects of Life and Labor From the Social Settlement Point of View The Big Meeting When | state the fact that
Hesperia is a village of seven hundred souls, situated twelve miles from a railroad, and that | have audiences
numbering fifteen hundred interested, inspired people at the big meeting, there may be some who will doubt,
but, doubter, attend the meeting and see for yourself. Col. Francis W. Parker, now of blessed memory, Dr.

Arnold Tompkins, Will Carleton, Hamilton Wright Mabie, Byron King, Rev. J. Morgan Wood, Principal W. N. Ferris
and Hon. H. R. Pattengill, who have addressed the big meetings, say there is nothing equal to it in America for
inspiration, social and civic uplift. Hon. H. R. Pattengill, the best state superintendent, so far as the rural school
interests are concerned, that Michigan ever had, and Principal W. N. Ferris, of the Ferris Industrial School, Big
Rapids, helped create educational sentiment which helped on the big meeting. Mr. Pattengill made twenty-eight
and Mr. Ferris thirty-one addresses in the rural lecture courses of Oceana county within the eight years that |
was commissioner of schools. The foundation purpose of the organization was a closer communion, sympathy
and co-operation of all the educational elements of the rural communities. As the movement took hold upon
community life, the horizon lifted, ahd libraries for district schools, clean schoolyards and schoolrooms, a
larger use for education, a surer and longer tenure of service for teachers, with better wages, a socializing of
rural conditions, were stars shining ever in the heavens of hope. These conditions, in some measure,...
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