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of sailors and marines could be invaluable on the battlefield, particularly with regard to their expertise as
gunners. So naval brigades had been in action from the 1820s in a dozen conflicts, including the Indian Mutiny,
the Crimean War and the Zulu War, before the outbreak of the Anglo-Boer War in South Africa at the turn of the
twentieth century. This book describes the activities of the big guns ashore and in action on the veldt. Of
particular note is the service of the sailors from HMS Powerful at Ladysmith-a feat of arms that is still
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