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Subject: United States -- Census, 2010. Excerpt: . . . effectively capture the prints and the adequacy of the
Bureaus training. Further, the workspace and environment for taking fingerprints was unpredictable, and
factors such as the height of the workspace on which the prints were taken could affect the legibility of the
prints. Consistent with FBI guidance, the Bureau relied on the results of the name background check for the
nearly 36, 000 employees with unclassifiable 11 prints. Of the prints that could be processed, fingerprint results
identified approximately 1, 800 temporary workers ( 1. 1 percent of total hires ) with criminal records that name
check alone failed to identify. Of the 1, 800 workers with criminal records, approximately 750 ( 42 percent ) were
terminated or were further reviewed because the Bureau determined their criminal records - which included
crimes such as rape, manslaughter, and child abuse - disqualified them from census employment. Projecting
these percentages to the 35, 700 temporary employees with unclassifiable prints, it is possible that more than
200 temporary census employees might have had criminal records that would have made them ineligible for
census employment. Importantly, this is a projection, and the number of individuals with criminal backgrounds
that were hired for address canvassing, if any, is not known. Applying these same percentages to the
approximately 600, 000 people the Bureau plans to fingerprint for nonresponse follow-up, unless the problems
with fingerprinting are addressed, approximately 785 employees with unclassifiable prints could have
disqualifying criminal records but 12 still end up working for the Bureau. Aside from public safety concerns,
there are cost issues as well....
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