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Empowerment of Arab Women: 2005, United Nations Development Programme, Arab Fund for Economic &
Social Development, Arab Gulf Programme for United Nations Development Organizations, In the first Arab
Human Development Report (AHDR), gender inequality was identified as one of the main obstacles to
development in the Arab Region, along with the deficits of knowledge and freedom that were addressed in the
consequent AHDRs. Written by an independent group of Arab scholars, policy makers, and practitioners, the
current volume focuses on the history and contemporary dynamics of Arab women's economic, political, and
social empowerment in the region. It details the processes in which gender impacts Arab development while
suggesting means of overcoming some of the challenges and building more equitable societies. This is the
fourth installment in the series that was created to provide the Arab region with a needed neutral forum for
initiating dialogues and structuring debates to build a reform agenda from within. These reports build on the
wealth of Arab knowledge and insight, and present a vision of self-determined change based on a commitment
to internal social reform and frank self-assessment. Forging an Arab renaissance is one of the key objectives of
the "Arab Human Development Series", and to chart the signposts along these routes, the series is a beacon.
The reports in this series have proven to be an invaluable resource to scholars and policy makers around the
world, and have been well received by the general public and specialized groups.
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