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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1900 edition. Excerpt: . Andrea di Cione Orcagna, Painter, Sculptor, and Architect of
Florence. It frequently happens that when a man of genius excels in one thing, he is easily able to learn another,
especially such as are similar to his first profession, and which proceed, as it were, from the same source. An
example of this is Orcagna of Florence, who was painter, sculptor, architect, and poet, as will be said below. He
was born in Florence, and while quite a child began to practise sculpture under Andrea Pisano, and so
continued for many years. When he afterwards became desirous of enriching his invention for the purpose of
composing beautiful scenes, he carefully studied design, aided as he was by nature, who wished to make him a
universal genius, and as one thing leads to another, he practised painting in colours in tempera and fresco, and
succeeded so well with the aid of Bernardo Orcagna his brother, that Bernardo himself procured his assistance
to do the life of Our Lady in the principal chapel of S. Maria Novella, which then belonged to the family of the
Ricci. This work was considered very beautiful, although, owing to the neglect of those who afterwards had
charge of it, it was destroyed by water through the breaking of the roof not many years after, and consequently
it is restored in its present manner, as will be said in the proper place. Suffice it to say, that Domenico
Grillandai, who...
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