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the wonder technology of the 1980s. This book charts the history of the rise and fall of the home computer, the
family of futuristic and quirky machines that took computing from the realm of science and science fiction to
being a user-friendly domestic technology. It is a tale of unexpected consequences, when the machines that
parents bought to help their kids with homework ended up giving birth to the video games industry, and of
unrealized ambitions, like the ahead-of-its-time Prestel network that first put the British home online but failed
to change the world. Ultimately, it s the story of the people who made the boom happen, the inventors and
entrepreneurs, like Clive Sinclair and Alan Sugar, seeking new markets, bedroom programmers and computer
hackers and the millions of everyday folk who bought in to the electronic dream and let the computer into their
lives.
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